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ABSTRACT 

A major portion of the experiment described in this 
rape-r involved two classes which vere taught with the basal reader 
^'Ion€> anr) one class which was taught with a basal reader and 
^tcy -related films. A secondary portion of the experiment involved 
the \i3e of non- story-related films with a third group of students as 
a ^jositive reinforcement for good performance in daily reading 
exercises and good classroom behavior. The experiment lasted one 
school year. The eighth grade subjects were pretested and posttested 
with the Gates-HacGinitie Survey E, forms 1 and .3. Since the material 
in the basal reader did not fill the entire school year, 
supplementary materials were used to avoid decreasing the length of 
the experiment. The examination of possible difference between 
pretest scores and posttest scores indicated no significant 
difference in favor of any of the three groups in vocabulary or 
coaprehension. However, students in all three groups gained an 
average of one and one-half years in reading comprehension. <WR) 
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BEST UirV AyhtiJiiiuL 

"-^ <iyoo3urc of studenuS 'uO all forr^s of media is a facet of oui 
dav cu-rure! Tl^is ready availability of rr.edia suggests t.^ac 
ic~t^*--o--s o^ nedii ir^a^ be useful aids in the teaching or _aevelop- 
?.^::?.r^::t.?:c ^his writer considered the possibility oi tne u^ic 
- s^o-v-ie^a^Ia filn with a basal reader in order to increase stuaani 

si-ce it was then difficult to find a valid ana rexxao^e 
iph;? o- 4asu?ing thi level of student interest, the areas wnic. 

:ri;er ltd ^;e!sure were those of vocabulary and reading colore- 



The experiential --f^ff-^^^^^^^^ 
2;-r"4'i;-!c3rfIr" Itrg; grSupif =i;ndr-e^/°The problem is iurthor 
co;.4u^-derwh3f the'cSildrlr. Lve^a wide range of -^^];^^V levels^ ana 
'■■a"chiiiror. have reached junior hicjh school age. D ^"^-^2,^° 
:-rLt aail of success with an experience based P^-°S"fv f "*2,t'"^o --e 
lia^d out of classrooir. experiences that were designed to shore up ...e 
^^ooriential weaknesses of the students. ^n^^t^Sx ej- 

fc-clv One might ar,k the quci;tion as to whet.ioi. nc^ua^ ^x.i^x 
'•"•^ CO..LX/. unu .T,ij. 1 vinarioui; expojricnco 00 

i,..r.c<.:. ..r^ _u..^olu.ol ncc...-.ar/^ ^ ^^^1^ thia vicar- 

!;;^r'cxporic;.ce be%ro"ided'oriil»? Research suggests that such an 

-'ic-t:^ found tha-c there was a negative correla'cion between in- 
^c--c;nce and ^he exposure to television, films and comic uook.. 
c?;;:I^4^lurther lound that children from lower ^^^.^-^^^^S^t^ :^^:^sed 
wP^r-ot deokved of access to such media. HobanS ^ound tnat 
v/er.. ..ou aepr^veu o. a ^. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ociet..er. 

i^XZ^Jt f^^rhrleaderwtll accept the premises that a J^t^^' 
!-;'^^^:.°:'::.o: --igh sSool developmental reading students score^elow 
«g« V....O. .^^3s of intelligence, have had a nign aug.ee 

•cna meaian on curre..^ *ueasa.^e5 x.iu^-x -a . , - --creased amounts 

same s-ubject; such an idea does have a hign degree o. ...-^t. 



-W^vne Otto and Richard A. XcMenemy , ^ rorrective and Remedial 
Te.chinf lBos.on; Houghuon Xifflin Co., 1S66) pp. ^^30-.... 

2,.^-.,.-v D'Annunzio, "An Investigation of liffects of y^r^^o 

P S-erner, m-- ^r.^ir.n Picture, and Reading Interes^ 
^A..ce ?. ^-^^^r;.. v"!rca-^ions, " Teachers College, Colum.i3ia u^.^ve-s^.y , 
(Xev; YoriC: Bureau ox Pi^l-ca^ions , 



1547) . 



.3charle. ..^Hob.-. .r , |^^ 
Svl;iaf5h; ;e;.r.r;i;:hia state college. 1949). 
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A raajor p )rtio:'i of the experir.ent involved two classes which 
were taught with the basal reader alone and one class which was 
taught with a basal reader and story-related films. The basal 
reader which was used was Reading for Significance published by the 
American Book Company,^ A secondary portion^o^f the experiment in- 
volved the use of non-story-related films with a third group of 
students as a positive reinforcement for good performance in daily 
reading exerciser, and good classroom behavior. The experiment 
lasted one school year. Because it was logistically impossible 
to randomly assign the students to the three groups, it v;as neces-^ 
sary zo use a statistical technique which would control any possible 
effects of a variable such as IQ upon the pre-test and post-test 
scores. The analysis of covariance technique was used for this 
purpose . 

The students were pre»tested and post-tested with the Gates- 
XacGiniuie Survey forms 1 and 3. Since the material in the basal 
reader itself did not fill the entire school year, suppl-imentary _ 
materials were used rather than decrease the length of tne oxperinent. . 
When possible differences between pre-test scores and post-test scores 
were examined no statistically significant differences were found 
which favored any of the three groups in either vocabulary or compro- 
hc-r.nion. Ilowovcr, .students in all three groups gai.nod an nvoi-.vTO of 

...-i'i Oi.<'-ii.il r Y'.r.ir;; in i\Nuiin'( roiii; (ivht -n:; 1 OU . I'iirt.hiM- ir: 
v.'iii.'-;!* j.iiV'^iV'-;; I iio n::<: ol. Lu j.'y-rc: la Li; J Liim;; i ii: . L. L .i oil 

could examine the elfectfi of litory-relatod films when boys arc ■:om- 
pared v/ith girls, v;hen students of different socio-economic levels 
are compared, and when student attitudes are examined rather than 
vocabulary and reading comprehension. 



^•Jiin W. beavell and Alex M. Caughran, Heading for Signif icai-.ce 
(Xew York: American Book Company, 1959). 
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